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Published in Jacksonville, Florida to share with
friends stories about our successes and needs.

MORE URBAN MISSION EXPERIENCES
Summer is a busy time for many churches going on
mission trips. PSM started the summer with 80 students from Grace Presbyterian Church in Houston,
Texas. Even with the new dorm, they all don’t fit into
the new space. PSM partnered with the Murray Hill
United Methodist Church where 27 boys stayed. All
53 girls stayed at PSM!

Other youth groups from around the country and
world came to PSM to help too.

Feeding 80 people went smoothly for cook, Mersida
Porcic, who is very comfortable creating meals for
large groups. Beth Bozeman from the Murray Hill
Presbyterian Church pitched in to cook for the smaller groups.

• First Presbyterian Church, Clarksville, Tennessee

The volunteers from Grace Presbyterian Church were
divided into groups of about 10 people to do their
work. Here at the Feeding Northeast Florida Food
Bank, over 40 students sorted food…good potatoes in
one box, and bad in another.

• First Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Tennessee
• Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church, Katy, Texas
• First Presbyterian Church, Strasburg, Pennsylvania
• United Methodist Church, Jamaica
• St. Peters Episcopal Church, Jacksonville, Florida
Now that PSM has its new dorms completed, marketing that service has been ramped up. The Urban
Mission Experience program is “open” 52 weeks a
year, but is currently being used about 16 weeks. The
hope is to increase that number so that more people
can serve the Jacksonville community.

FROM THE DIRECTOR...

NEW BUNK BEDS

PSM is having quite a year so
far. We had our first Urban Mission Experience group actually
stay upstairs in our new dorms
in May. New mattresses. New
bathrooms. New showers. New
dorm rooms. I can’t begin to tell
you how life-changing that was
for me. The real service we do, that is, sending
groups into the community to volunteer, hasn’t
changed. However, we can spend more time now
making community connections…and less time
moving mattresses!

For the past eight years, the Urban Mission Experience program has hosted hundreds of volunteers
in our dorms. The dorms were previously located
in shared space at the Riverside Presbyterian
Church in Jacksonville. Mattresses for sleeping
were stored on the second floor of the PSM
office located across the street from the church.

Life in our clothing ministry is changing too. Dignity U Wear, one of our main suppliers of new clothes,
was taken over by Soles4Souls. We’re still trying to
find out what that will mean to our clothing ministry. God has blessed us richly with so much that I
am confident our program will continue to grow
and may even become better.
So life is changing for us in a very good way. I wish
to thank all of you who had a part in assisting us into
our new facilities at 4115 Post Street…at Murray
Hill Presbyterian Church.

Dave Tuttle

WASHING MACHINE
NEEDED
When the new dorm was completed, a laundry room was created. Before construction
even started, a washer and dryer were donated. After just a few weeks of use, the washer
died. We’re looking for a new one if anyone
can help.
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Jack Casais (volunteer on left) and Ed Perez (PSM board member)
assembled the new beds

Shortly before a group arrived, mattresses were
carried downstairs, loaded onto a pick-up truck,
moved across the street to the church, and then
unloaded into one of the church buildings where
groups would sleep. Sometimes the location of
sleeping rooms was on the third floor.
After the group left, mattresses were brought back
to ground level, loaded on to that truck, brought
back to the office, and carried to the second floor
for storage until the next group arrived.
At its new location, beds stay in the dorm all the
time. So now, instead of mattresses being on the
floor, they are located on the new bunk beds. Nine
new beds arrived early in June. Twelve more
arrived in July. They were assembled in the
dorm rooms.
“I’m just thrilled that we now have a permanent
place,” reflected Dave Tuttle, Executive Director of
PSM. “It’s not that the movement of mattresses
back and forth was impossible, it’s just so much
easier to not have to do that. We can now spend
our energy doing other things.”

PSM HELPS ST. JOHN’S COUNTY
PSM has been donating clothing to St. John’s County
for several years, through the coordination of Diane
Keesling. When Hurricane Matthew blew through
Northeast Florida last year, St. John’s County got hit
pretty hard. Homes were flooded, and many families
lost furniture, household goods and clothing. An appeal for all kinds of clothing was made to PSM.
In May Diane organized another pick up of approximately 3,000 pieces of clothing, bedding and linens.
These items were then given to a half-dozen agencies
in St. Augustine which had specifically asked for help.
Diane collected the list of needs from these organizations, coded the boxes before they were loaded onto a
donated truck, and then delivered things to a central
location where they were picked up.

In addition to the men’s, women’s and children clothing that was needed, over 50 sets of sheets, pillow cases, towels and comforters were picked up too.

The team of workers from St. John’s County gets ready to load boxes of
clothing. Diane Keesling (center) stands in front of her husband/helper,
Jere. Volunteer truckers are left and right getting ready to load boxes.

WESTMINSTER WOODS HELPS SORT
AND FOLD CLOTHES

Pam Benfer is the Director of Volunteers at Westminster Woods. She often accompanies the volunteers. Boxes that are filled are put into inventory, and
then shared with DESC and other charitable clothing
programs.

The July volunteers from Westminster Woods.

Westminster Woods is a continuing care retirement
community located in St. Johns County where they
have stunning views of the Julington Creek. As part
of service to their community, they send a team of
volunteers to PSM once a month.
Sarah Bayley has been one of the consistent volunteers from Westminster Woods. She comes by her
benevolent nature honestly, however. Her husband,
Dwight, is a former PSM Board member. Since he
retired off the Board, he still comes and helps with
the clothing, too.

“Volunteers are the backbone of the sorting operation,” commented Dave Tuttle. “We have depended
on volunteers since 2004 when we were first organized.” Sometimes individuals or family members
come together to volunteer. Sometimes students
need to complete community service work for school
credit. Sometimes people are retired and looking for
meaningful work. The reason doesn’t matter. The
work of these volunteers does matter.
“I tell people if they don’t like to do laundry…folding
and sorting clothes…please don’t come in because
you won’t be happy here!” says Dave who coordinates
most of the workers. “ But for those folks who like to
do laundry, this is like a little bit of ‘heaven’.”
If you would like to volunteer or have special
skills to share, please contact Dave at davetuttle@
presbyteriansocialministries.org to see if a spot can
be found for your skills.
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Saturday, October 21, 2017
PSM Annual Dinner and Auction

(clockwise)
1. An unknown boy received a suit,
shirt and tie from PSM. He was so
excited because he could now dress like
his teacher.
2. Pam Benfer coordinates trips for Westminster
Woods. Ellen Lotz folds clothes to help too.
3. Volunteers from Celebration Church helped
assemble bunk beds.
4. Volunteers from Riverside Presbyterian Church
sort clothes during their retreat.

HOW TO REACH US....

davetuttle@presbyteriansocialministries.org or call Dave Tuttle at 904-563-3358
A copy of the official registration and financial informatiion may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by callinig toll-free within the State
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